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SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RU3i\L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
Wake  House, 
North  Street, 
BOURNE, 
Lines. 

PE10  9AG. 
June ,  1 973 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  3^th  Annual  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by 
your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Building  Inspector  during  the  year  1972. 

As  I  am  proposing  to  retire  in  September,  1973,  this  will  also  be  my  last 
Annual  Report  as  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  I  propose  to  review 
under  each  heading  in  this  Report,  where  appropriate,  the  considerable  environ¬ 
mental  health  improvements  achieved  by  this  Council  during  my  3^  years  service 
in  this  Rural  District. 


1.  STATISTICS 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried 
Number  of  sanitary  works  completed 

out 

3,574 

55 

Number  of  letters  and 

notices  despatched 

3,524 

2.  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 

Water  Supply 

38 

Drainage 

.254 

/uiimal  Boarding  Establishments  4 

Drain  Tests 

46 

Moveable  Dwellings 

48 

Farm  Effluents 

2 

Bakehouses 

6 

Planning 

89 

Clean  Air  Act 

4 

Public  Conveniences 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

51 

Refuse  Disposal 

9 

Rodent  Control 

13 

Petroleum  Acts 

18 

Piggeries 

12 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

526 

Building  Inspections 

2,049 

Public  Health  Act  Nuisances 

84 

Dangerous  Buildings 

7 

Conversion  Grants 

75 

Ice-Cream  Vane 

2 

Tenancy  Application 

1 

Improvement  Grants 

974 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

688 

Disinfestation 

1 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

6 

Miscellaneous  Infect. 

Disease 

O.S,  &  R.  Prem.  Act,  1963 

36 

Visits  31 

Bakers 

1 
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STATISTICS  CONTD 


Slaughterhouse  Visits  I67 
Butchers  Shops  10 
Food  Preparing  Premises  3 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  2 
Food  Hygiene  92 
Food  &  Drugs  Complaints  21 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  3 
Milk  Samples  2 
Ice-Cream  Samples  23 
Water  Samples  22 


Poultry  Inspections  5 
Grocers  Shops  I6 
Ice-Cream  Factories  &  Premises  33 
Restaurants  &  Cafes  7 
Food  Poisoning  19 
Condemned  Food  5 
Qualification  Certificates  35 
School  Kitchens  26 
Factories  7 


3.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Ice  Cream 


Thirty-three  visits  were  made  to  the  one  factory  in  the  District  where  ice¬ 
cream  is  manufactured,  and  to  the  several  shops  where  ice-cream  is  sold  by 
retail. 

Twenty-three  routine  samples  of  ice-cream  and  17  routine  samples  of  iced  loll¬ 
ipops  were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  the  23  samples  of  ice-cream,  20  were  placed 
in  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2,  which  is  satisfactory,  whilst  3  samples  were  placed 
in  Provisional  Grade  3  which  is  unsatisfactory.  Appropriate  'follow-np'  action 
was  taken  in  regard  to  the  3  unsatisfactory  samples,  and  subsequent  samples  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Thirteen  of  the  17  iced  lollipops  samples  taken  were 
placed  in  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2,  these  being  satisfactory,  and  3  samples  were 
placed  in  Provisional  Grades  3  and  4  these  being  unsatisfactory,  whilst  one  sample 
was  inconclusive. 

Details  of  the  samples  of  ice-cream  and  lollipop  samples  taken  during  the  year 
are  as  follows: - 


ICE  S/iMPLES 


1 

j  Date 

i 

: 

1 

\ — 

! 

Sample  “  i 
Number  J 

i 

! 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Type  of 

Sample 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

' 

30.6.72 

i 

1  ‘ 

M/1  S.KoR.D.C. 

Ice  Cream 

3 

30.6.72 

2  : 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

j 30.6.72 

3 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

! 30.6.72 

^  ; 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

130.6.72 

5 

M/5  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

2 

1 30.6.72 

6 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 
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ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES 


Date 

Sample 

Number 

. 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Type  of 
Sample 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Provisional 

Grade 

3.8.72 

7 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

3.8.72 

8 

M/5  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

2 

3.8.72 

9 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

3.8.72 

10 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

3.8.72 

11 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

3.8.72 

12 

M/1  S.K.R.D.C. 

Ice  Cream 

3 

16.8.72 

13 

M/1  S.K.R.D.C. 

Ice  Cream 

2 

16.8.72 

14 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

■  16.8.72 

15 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

2 

16.8.72 

16 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

16.8.72 

17 

M/5  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

3  j 

16.8.72 

18 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1 

14.9.72 

19 

M/1  S.K.R.D.C. 

Ice  Cream 

1  i 

14.9.72 

20 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1  I 

14.9.72 

21 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

1  j 

14.9.72 

22 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Ice  Cream 

14.9.72 

1 _ 

M/6  Outside  Area 

i  Ice  Cream 

j 

^  I 

« 

LOLLIPOP  S/'iMPLES 


Date 

I 

Sample  | 

Number 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Type  of 

Sample 

} 

Methylene 

Blue  Test  ; 

Provisional  ' 

Grade  1 

» 

1 

30.6.72 

1 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

1 

1  ! 

30.6.72 

2 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

2  1 

30.6.72 

3 

M/1  S.K.R.D.C. 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

30.6.72 

4 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

I  30.6.72 

3 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

3.8.72 

6 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

3.8.72 

7 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

3.8.72 

8 

M/1  S.K.R.D.C. 

Cream  Lollipop 

3  j 

3.8.72 

9 

M/2  Outside  Area 

• 

• 

Cream  Lollipop 

Impossible  to; 
test  due  to  j 
colour 

16.8.72 

10 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

4  ! 

16.8.72 

11 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

4  ^ 

j  16.8.72 

12 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

.J . . 1 

5 


LOLLIPOP  SAMPLES 


Date 

Sample 

Number 

Identification 
Reference  of 
Manufacturer 

Type  of 

Sample 

Methylene 

Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 

16.8.72 

13 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

14.9.72 

14 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

14.9.72 

15 

M/4  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

14.9.72 

16 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

14.9.72 

17 

M/3  Outside  Area 

Cream  Lollipop 

1 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

One  of  the  things  which  we  take  for  granted  in  this  Country  is  the  purity  and 
wholesomeness  of  our  food,  and  it  is  only  when  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurs, 
caused  by  infected  meat  or  meat  products,  that  meat  and  food  inspection  really  hits 
the  headlines.  The  meat  derived  from  the  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  this 
Rural  District  is  of  the  highest  quality,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that,  of  236 
bovine  animals  slaughtered,  233  of  these  were  young  bullocks  or  heifers,  with  only 
3  cows,  and  the  butchers  concerned  are  to  be  congratulated  on  supplying  their 
customers  with  a  top  quality  product,  albeit  the  present  price  of  beef  tends  to 
make  it  a  luxury  rather  than  a  necessity  on  our  lunch  and  dinner  tables.  A  pathetic 
illustration  of  the  escalation  in  the  cost  of  living  in  this  reepeot  was  told  to  me 
only  a  few  months  ago  by  an  elderly  lady,  trying  to  exist  only  on  her  old  age 
pension.  She  told  me  that,  as  a  young  girl,  she  remembered  the  large  beef  joints 
on  the  family  table  regularly  every  week,  and  the  odd  times  that  her  family  enjoyed 
chicken  constituted  a  'luxury'.  Now  this  same  lady,  in  her  advancing  years,  and 
trying  to  eke  out  what  little  money  she  has  for  food,  buys  chicken  legs  and  wings 
for  her  main  meal  (when  she  can  afford  them)  and  on  the  very  rare  occasion  nowadays 
when  she  can  afford  to  buy  a  very  small  piece  of  beef  -  this  to  her  is  now  a  real 
luxury 1 

We  in  this  Rural  District  have  only  three  private  slaughterhouses  which  are 
in  good  condition  and  well  maintained,  and  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
carried  out,  one e  again,  10C^  inspection  of  meat  thereat  -  a  striking  difference  to 
those  far  distant  days  back  in  1939»  when  I,  as  a  young  Inspector,  set  off  on  a 
Monday  morning  to  visit  the  23  old  insanitary  slaughterhouses  in  this  area,  to  the 
north,  south  and  v;est,  which  tour  of  duty  continued  throughout  Monday  afternoon 
and  was  not  completed  until  lunch-time  on  the  Tuesday!  One  of  the  good  things  which 
accrued  as  a  result  of  the  Second  V/orld  War  was  the  centralisation  of  slaughtering, 
when  all  our  23  private  slaughterhouses  were  closed  during  the  War  years,  and  all 
slaughtering  of  meat  for  human  consumption  both  in  the  Bourne  Urban  and  the  South 
Kesteven  Rural  Districts  was  concentrated  in  one  Central  Slaughterhouse  in  Bourne. 
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After  the  war  ended,  and  when  the  Government  relinquished  control  of  meat,  the 
butchers  at  the  former  23  private  slaughterhouses  were  given  the  opportunity  to 
re-open  their  slaughterhouses,  but  we  imposed  very  high  standards  of  hygiene  and 
construction,  and,  in  consequence  we  were  able  to  achieve  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  our  private  slaughterhouses  from  the  pre-war  figure  of  23  to  a  post-war  figure 
of  4.  During  the  intervening  years  since  then,  one  of  these  four  has  since  'fallen 
by  the  wayside'  as  higher  standards  still  were  called  for,  and  we  now  have  only  3 
private  slaughterhouses  which  we  have  to  visit*  From  the  Meat  Inspector's  point 
of  view,  this  has  proved  to  be  much  more  satisfactory  in  that  greater  control  can 
be  exercised  with  regard  to  the  premises  and  the  inspection  of  meat.  As  I  look 
back  over  my  34  years  service  to  1939?  I  oftenwonder  what  went  on  at  some  of  the 
pre-war  slaughterhouses  after  I  had  visited  each  one,  spread  over  a  period  of  1-^ 
daysi  Out  of  evil  comes  forth  good,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  control  on  meat 
brought  in  during  the  second  World  War  resulted  in  much  more  efficient  control  of 
slaughtering  with  ultimate  benefit  to  the  consumer.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
scale,  it  must  be  said  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  meat  produced  by  the  farmer  and  bought  by  the  butcher,  and  it  has  been  most 
heartening  to  see  that  Tuberculosis,  which  at  one  time  was  common-place  in  animals 
slaughtered,  is  now  practically  a  'museum-piece'.  It  has  also  been  good  to  see  the 
considerable  improvements  achieved  in  the  equipment  and  fittings  at  butchers'  shop 
premises,  and  the  standards  of  hygiene  there  have  been  vastly  improved  during  the 
past  25  years. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  963 i  were  inspected  at  the  three  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1972:- 


Bulls 

- j - ! - 

Bullocks  I  Cows  I  Heifers 

i  ! 

Calves 

Sheeps  and  Lambs  i  Pigs 

i 

0 

220 

I 

5  I  a 

1 

_ 

1  < 

682  j  46 

1 

As  a  result  of  such  inspectiors,  the  following  unsound  meat  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed: - 


1 

Sheep's  Pluck 

4lbs 

Abscesses 

6 

Beast's  Liver 

86lbs 

Abscesses 

2 

Sheep's  Livers 

51bs 

Parasitic 

1 

Beast's  Forelegs 

201bs 

Severe  Bruising 

Beast's  Livers 

36lbs 

Fascioliasis 

1 

Beast ' s  Lung 

lOlbs 

Pneumonia 

1 

Pig's  Liver 

4lbs 

Milk  Spot  (Ascires  Lumbricodes) 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  during 
the  year  1972;-  2  cwts.  1  qr.  1  st.  8  lbs.  as  compared  with  3  cwts.  10  lbs.  for 

the  previous  year. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep  and 

(excluding) 

Cows 

Calves 

lambs 

Pigs 

Cows 

Number  Killed 

233 

3 

1 

682 

46 

"  ■  l 

- 

Number  Inspected 

233 

3 

1 

682 

46 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  &  Cysticercosis 

(a)  V/hole  carcases  condemned 

-  i 

(b)  Cexcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3 

1 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

- 

- 

0.0^ 

2.2^ 

Cysticercosis 

(a)  Carcases  of  which  some 
organ  was  condemned 

. 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcases  submitted  for 

treatment  for  refrigeration 

- 

(c)  Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

’ 

.  . . 

“ 

' 

** 

** 

Tuberctilosis  only: 

(a)  Vi/hole  carcases  condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  orgcin  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  niunber  inspected 
affected  id.th  Tuberculosis 

- 

■ 

I 

..  .1 

- 
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In  addition,  the  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered  and  destroyed  from  the 
various  food  shops  in  the  district  during  the  year:- 


658 

Bars  Chocolate 

28 

Packets  of  Fish  Fingers 

218 

Pounds  of  Sweets 

11 

Packets  of  Chips 

217 

Packets  of  Crisps 

12 

Packets  of  Potato  Fritters 

30 

Sweet  Lollipops 

9 

Packets  of  Fish  Cakes 

2346 

Various  Packets  of  Sweets 

3 

Cod  in  Butter  Sauce 

34 

Packets  of  Nuts 

4 

Cod  im  Batter 

33 

Boxes  of  Chocolates 

9 

Packets  of  Plaice 

5 

Packets  of  Kippers 

5 

Packets  of  Cod  Steaks 

11 

Packets  of  Haddock 

1 

Chicken 

6 

Chicken  Joints 

11 

Packets  of  Sausages 

5 

Packets  of  Braised  Beef 

33 

Mousse 

13 

Packets  of  Green  Beans 

22 

Packets  of  Garden  Peas 

3 

Packets  of  Mixed  Vegetables 

1 

Packet  of  Brussel  Sprouts 

11 

Packets  of  Beef  Burgers 

4 

Packets  of  Chicken  Supreme 

3 

Packets  of  Roast  Pork  and  Gravy'^ 

1 

Packet  Roast  Chicken  &  Sausage 

4 

Pkts  Golden  Short  Cut  Pastry 

8 

Golden  Puff  Pastry  Packets 

6 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pies 

6 

Chicken  Pies 

22 

3 

Pounds  of  Various  Fats 

Pounds  of  Flour 

If^Pounds  Margarine 

Poultry  Inspections 

There  is  one  poultry  establishment  within  the  district  which  necessitates 
a  weekly  inspection,  and  during  the  year,  1,400  broilers  were  inspected  thereat. 

4.  HOUSING 


Number  of  dwellings  built  by  the  Council  during  1972 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1972 
Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 

during  1972 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  during  1972 

1 •  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  1972 

1(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 
(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

2(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  1 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose 


24 

236 

55 

152 


292 

1064 


68 

53 
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5.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  -  3^ 

4,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  Sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  -  10 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices 

1«  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  -  39 

3«  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

A,  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1937 

1 .  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  -  NIL 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  -  NIL 

(a)  By  Owners  -  NIL 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  -  NIL 

B,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1 .  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  -•  5 

2«  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  -  NIL 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  -  NIL 

C,  Proceedings  under  Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1937 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  -  15 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  -  19 
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3»  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  as  a  cesult 
of  informal  action 


.  -  3 


4,  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 


-  5 


5.  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 


-  2 


When  I  came  to  South  Kesteven  as  your  sole  Public  Health  Inspector  in  1939* 
one  thing  thich  struck  me  very  forcibly  was  the  large  number  of  sub-standard 
houses,  and  when  the  Government  received  the  Hobhouse  Report  on  Rural  Housing  in 
the  late  forties  and  decided  that  Rural  District  Councils  should  implement  the 
recommendations  contained  therein,  as  a  young  enthusiastic  Inspector,  I  was 
delighted  to  think  that  here  was  something  into  which  I  could  really  get  my  teethi 
I  was  extremely  pleased  when  the  Council  accepted  my  recommendations  as  to  how  we 
should  tackle  this  very  important  job,  by  appointing  an  additional  Inspector  to 
carry  out  the  survey  required,  and  in  due  course,  as  a  result  of  the  survey,  we 
found  that  between  2QP/o  and  23%  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district  were  in  Category  5 
and  not  capable  of  being  brought  up  to  standard  at  reasonable  expense.  When  the 
survey  was  completed,  we  then  had  to  decide,  by  Government  order,  how  long  we 
required  to  get  rid  of  our  Slums.  The  Council  said  25  years,  the  Government  asked 
us  to  reduce  this  period  to  18  years,  but  we  were  able  in  due  course  to  complete 
our  primary  Slum  Clearance  Programme  in  less  than  15  years,  having  dealt  with  nearly 
700  houses,  398  of  which  had  been  demolished  by  the  end  of  1970,  After  the  original 
survey  had  been  completed  I  suggested  to  the  Council,  in  order  to  cut  out  any 
possibility  of  'bias*  when  sub-standard  houses  were  being  considered,  that  small 
sub -commit tees  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  sub-standard  houses  we  had  found.  The 
Council  readily  agreed  to  this,  and  5  Councillors  from  villages  in  the  north  of  the 
area  inspected  the  sub-standard  houses  in  the  south  area  of  the  district,  5 
Councillors  from  the  south  inspected  houses  in  the  west  area,  and  5  Councillors 
from  the  west  inspected  those  in  the  north  area.  The  Sub-Committees  confirmed 
approximately  98%  of  our  recommendations,  and  thereafter  this  undoubtedly  lead  to 
an  efficient  administration  of  the  problem  when  reports  were  submitted  monthly  to 
the  Committee  dealing  with  Slum  Clearance.  After  the  primary  Slum  Clearance  Prog¬ 
ramme  had  been  completed,  we  then  embarked  on  a  further  3  years  programme  to  deal 
with  approximately  a  further  100  houses  which  we  felt  must  have  deteriorated  since 
the  original  survey  was  carried  out,  and  this  secondary  Slum  Clearance  programme 
has  now  virtually  been  completed  also.  I  now  leave  South  Kesteven  with  the  knowledge 
that  housing  conditions  generally  have  been  vastly  improved  during  my  sojourn  here, 
and  I  am  indeed  grateful  to  the  Council  for  all  the  help  and  support  which  they 
have  given  me  in  achieving  this  goal.  One  of  the  things  which  I  shall  always  rem¬ 
ember  is  the  way  in  which  the  Council's  Housing  Standards  Committee  have  dealt  with 
the  Slum  Clearance  problem  -  being  firm  in  most  cases  where  this  has  been  necessary, 
but  tempering  justice  with  mercy  whenever  the  elderly  have  been  involved.  It  does 
one's  heart  good  to  know  that,  whilst  so  much  is  done  for  the  young  to-day,  there 
is  still  some  sympathy  for  the  old. 
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The  accumulative  total  of  sub-standard  houses  dealt  with  up  to  the  3^st 
December,  1972,  under  both  programmes,  is  as  follows: - 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  wh 
taken  up  to  the  31st  December,  1972,  un^ 

Clearance  Programme  (1955-70)  and  the  S 
Programme  (1970-7^) 

(b)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which: - 

(1)  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  repair 

(4)  Undertakings  were  accepted  not  to  relet 

(5)  Undertakings  were  accepted  to  use  as 

agricultural  or  other  stores 

(6)  Action  not  yet  determined 

(7)  Number  of  houses  upgraded 

(c)  Number  of  houses  repaired 

(d)  Number  of  houses  demolished 

During  the  past  year,  a  further  22  houses  were  demolished,  making  a  total  of 
442  houses  demolished  during  the  17  years  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  During  the 
past  few  months,  a  review  has  been  taking  place  of  those  houses  upon  which  Demolitio: 
Orders  have  been  made,  but  are  still  occupied,  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  when  the 
new  District  Council  ’absorbs’  this  Rural  District  in  April,  1975»  it  will  have  very 
few  problems  to  deal  with  in  this  area  in  regard  to  Slum  Clearance. 

On  the  question  of  Council-owned  properties,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that, 
whereas  the  Council  owned  423  houses  in  1939*  they  are  now  by  far  the  biggest  land¬ 
lords  in  the  district  and  now  own  over  1,700  houses  and  bungalows. 

The  pace  of  house  building  in  the  private  sector  which  had  accelerated  during 
1971  when  201  houses  were  erected,  continued  to  rise,  236  private  houses  being 
completed  during  1972,  and  whereas  no  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  Council  during 
1971,  24  were  built  during  1972.  The  Council’s  third  Welfare  Scheme,  incorporating 
22  bungalows,  4  flatlets,  a  Warden’s  house  and  Common  Room  at  Almond  Court,  Thurlby, 
was  completed  during  the  year,  and  a  fourth  Welfare  Scheme  at  Swinstead  on  similar 
lines  embracing  30  units  of  living  accomodation  was  commenced  during  the  year . 

These  two  schemes,  together  with  those  previously  provided  by  the  Council  at  Deeping 
St.  James,  and  at  Toller  Court,  Horbling,  have  been  well  received  by  those  who  have 
gone  to  live  there  and  undoubtedly  fulfil  a  very  commendable  need.  The  number  of 
re-lets  of  Council-owned  dwellings  during  the  year  amounted  to  152  as  compared  with 
90  for  the  previous  year. 
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5.  DRAINAGE 


’’The  questions,  in  my  opinion,  which  now  call  for  your  most  urgent  attention 
are  the  Water  Supply  to  many  of  the  villages,  the  Drainage  of  the  various  villages, 
and  the  disposal  of  the  contents  of  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools.”  This  was 
stated  by  Dr.  John  Galletly,  the  then  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  his  Annual 
Report  for  1907  to  the  Bourne  Rural  District  Council. 

”The  condition  of  many  old  sewers  in  various  parishes  and  the  deplorable 
insanitary  condition  of  the  outfalls  of  same,  particularly  in  the  larger  villages 
(e.g.  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St.  James,  Corby  and  Billingborough)  constitute  a  grave 
menace  to  public  health.  It  is  imperative  that  satisfactory  sewerage  schemes  be 
provided  in  the  larger  centres  of  population  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.” 
This  ws  stated  by  myself  in  my  Annual  Report  for  19^^  to  the  South  Kesteven  Rural 
District  Council  (successors  to  the  Bourne  Rural  District  Council)  37  years  after 
Dr.  John  Galletly  had  stressed  the  need  for  improvements  to  drainage  in  our  villages, 
following  an  investigation  by  Dr.  F.  St.  John  Mivart,  a  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector^  into  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Bourne  Rural  District,  following 
serious  outbreaks  of  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  therein  during  1905- 

I  was  perhaps  luckier  than  Dr.  Galletly  in  that  very  soon  after  the  end  of  the 
second  World  War,  and  with  his  son  (Dr.  J.A.  Galletly)  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Council  took  a  very  positive  look  at  the  sewerage  position  in  our  villages, 
and  decided  to  adopt  a  very  progressive  policy  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  new 
moderR  sewerage  schemes  in  the  area.  The  Council  engaged  the  services  of  eminent 
Consulting  Engineers  in  London  (Messrs.  G.B.  Kershaw  and  Kaufman)  and,  following 
their  detailed  recommendations  on  sewerage  throughout  the  district,  lost  no  time 
in  deciding  to  implement  their  first  three  major  schemes  to  cover  the  villages  of 
(a)  Billingborough  and  Horbling  (b)  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping  and  Deeping 
St.  James,  and  (c)  Corby  Glen.  Unfortunately,  many  frustrations  occurred  after  this 
important  decision  was  taken,  due  to  the  economic  situation  at  various  times,  when 
’stop',  'go',  'stop'  seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  with  sickening  regularity, 
but  eventually  a  start  was  made  in  May,  1951»  on  the  Billingborough  and  Horbling 
scheme,  and  this  was  completed  in  April,  195^-  During  the  interim  period,  approval 
was  also  received  for  the  Corby  Sewerage  Scheme  and  this  was  completed  in  May,  195^» 
In  the  same  month,  a  commencement  was  made  on  the  scheme  for  Baston,  Langtoft, 

Market  Deeping  and  Deeping  St.  James,  and  this  was  finally  completed  in  April,  1957i 
at  a  cost  of  £469,500.  00.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  when  this  scheme  was 
first  contemplated  in  1949*  the  estimated  cost  was  £213*546.  00.  thus  in  five  years 
the  cost  of  the  scheme  doubled,  and  yet  we  tend  to  think  that  inflation  is  a  new 
thing  which  has  befallen  us  during  recent  yearsl 

Despite  this  heavy  financial  burden,  however,  it  was  good  to  know  that  the 
Council  was  not  daunted  in  proceeding  with  further  schemes,  and  since  then,  new 
sewerage  schemes  have  been  provided  for  the  villages  of  Morton,  Haconby  and 
Stainfield,  Thurlby  and  Northorpe,  Uffington,  Carlby,  Folkingham,  Pointon  and 
Birthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton,  Swayfield  and  Swinstead.  By  the 
end  of  1972,  further  schemes  were  in  progress  for  the  villages  of  Edenham  amd 
Grimsthorpe,  and  for  Rippingale,  Kirkby  Underwood,  Aslackby,  Dowsby  and  Dunsby. 
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In  addition,  due  to  fantastic  growth  of  the  Deepings  area,  resulting  in  the  previous  I 
sewerage  scheme  becoming  overloaded,  a  Deepings  Expansion  Scheme  had  been  put  into  | 
operation,  involving  additional  sewers  and  considerable  enlargement  of  the  existing 
sewage  disposal  works,  and  also  providing  for  the  sewering  of  the  villages  of  ■ 

Tallington,  West  Deeping  and  Barholm.  This  scheme  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  | 
August,  1973- 

This  now  only  leaves  6  of  the  Council's  3^  villages  without  modern  sewerage  I 
schemes,  these  being  Witham-on-the-Hill,  Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe,  Braceborough  ^ 
and  Wilsthorpe,  Great  ford,  Careby,  Aunby  and  Holywell,  and  Imham.  A  new  scheme 
has  already  been  approved  for  Witham-on-the-Hill  and  Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe,  I 

and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  commence  later  this  year.  Schemes  are  now  also  underj 
consideration  for  Braceborough  and  Wilsthorpe,  Great  ford  and  Irnham. 

What  a  wonderful  achievement  in  22  years  and  one  which  I  would  say  without  any  | 
doubt  has  not  been  bettered  by  any  other  Rural  District  in  the  Country  of  comparable 
size. 

During  the  past  year,  25^  visits  were  made  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  f 
drainage  matters,  as  compared  with  211  for  the  previous  year,  and  46  drain  tests  were 
carried  out  as  compared  with  62  during  1971*  | 

Details  of  the  number  of  house  connections  made  to  the  new  sewers  in  the  villages 
served  by  the  new  Sewerage  Schemes,  together  with  the  percentages  of  the  approximate  . 
number  of  houses  which  are  capable  of  being  so  connected  are  set  out  overleaf  I 
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Village 

Houses  connected 
to  new  sewers 

Approx,  total  No, 
of  houses  capable 
of  being 
connected 

% 

Private 

Council 

_ 

Total 

- .  - 

Billingborough  and 

Birthorpe 

343 

86 

429 

489 

S7% 

Pointon 

66 

54 

120 

120 

100^ 

Horbling 

106 

97 

203 

241 

849^ 

Folkingham 

94 

52 

146 

146 

1009^ 

Corby  Glen 

156 

65 

221 

221 

1009^ 

Baston 

151 

72 

223 

226 

Wo 

Langtoft 

244 

36 

280 

281 

99/o 

Market  Deeping 

658 

144 

802 

928 

se% 

Deeping  St,  James 

826 

203 

1029 

1168 

m 

Thurlby  and  Northorpe 

335 

54 

389 

389 

^00fo 

Haconby  and  Stainfield 

68 

24 

92 

97 

9J/o 

Morton  and  Hanthorpe 

239 

141 

380 

380 

100^ 

Uffington 

122 

20 

142 

146 

97^ 

Carlby 

46 

38 

84 

84 

100%  1 

Little  Bytham 

87 

26 

113 

114 

99^  1 

Castle  Bytham 

107 

66 

173 

173 

100%  i 

Swayfield 

74 

10 

84 

84 

100%  1 

Swinstead 

40 

17 

57 

57 

100%  1 

Creeton 

11 

18 

29 

29 

100% 

Edenham  and  Grirasthorpe 

94 

10 

104 

104 

100% 

% 

Totals 

3867 

1233 

, 

5100 

_ 

5477 

_ 

93%' 

_ 

In  addition  to  this  work,  8  new  water  closets  were  provided  in  place  of 
existing  pail  closets  or  privy  vaults,  with  the  aid  of  50^  grants  towards  the  cost 
incurred  by  owners  in  so  doing,  at  dwellinghouses  at  Castle  Bytham,  Carlby,  Deeping 
St,  James,  Baston,  Thurlby  and  Billingborough.  The  total  cash  value  of  such  grants 
amounted  to  £553*50  as  compared  with  £454,75  for  the  previous  year. 
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6,  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

In  ray  first  annual  report  to  the  Coiincil  for  the  year  1939?  I  stated  that  *’No 
system  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  exists  in  any  parish.  The  district  abo\mds 
with  unofficial  refuse  dumps  which  are  unsightly  and  a  menace  to  Public  Health’  • 

Upon  perusing  old  annual  reports,  however,  I  find  that  Dr.  John  Galletly  (Medical 
Officer  of  Health)  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Council  for  the  year  19"'9i  some  20 
years  previously,  had  said  virtually  the  same  thing  -  "The  various  schemes  for 

scavenging  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  proposed  -  are  at  present  in  abeyance 

and  ought  to  be  vigorously  taken  in  hand". 

Again  I  was  luckier  than  my  predecessors  (or  mayby  by  this  time  ’the  message* 
had  sunk  in,  and  the  Council  had  become  more  enlightenedl)  and  I  was  delighted  when, 
after  again  stating,  inter  alia,  in  my  annual  report  for  19^^  that  "the  need 
comprehensive  Scheme  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  in  the  district  is  urgent  , 
the  Council  authorised  me  to  negotiate  with  a  private  firm  of  refuse  collectors  with 
a  view  to  instituting  a  refuse  collection  scheme  in  the  district.  This  scheme,  at 
a  cost  of  £1,250.00  per  annum,  came  into  operation  on  the  l8th  June,  19^,  and 
provided  for  a  kerb-side  collection  of  refuse  to  be  given  fortnightly  to  those 
parishes  which  had  100  or  more  houses,  whilst  those  parishes  with  less  than  100 
houses  had  to  be  satisfied  with  a  monthly  servicel  Nevertheless,  this  was  a  start, 
and  was  the  foundation  stone  of  the  present  service  which  has  been  vastly  improved 
since  those  pioneering  days  of  19^« 

In  June,  19^7,  after  talks  between  representatives  of  the  Council  and  the 
carrying  out  refuse  collection  under  contract,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Contract  should 
be  terminated,  and  that  the  Council  should  purchase  the  refuse  freighter  ^d  take 
over  the  service.  At  the  same  time,  the  Coxuicil  decided  to  give  every  village  in 
the  district  a  fortnightly  kerb-side  collection  service,  and  I  was  asked  to  take 
charge  of  and  improve  this  scheme.  Much  time  and  thought  had  to  be  given  to^  s, 
particularly  in  drawing  up  the  necessary  rotas  of  collection  days  for  the  various 
villages,  but,  after  the  initial  teething  troubles,  the  service  soon  bec^e  we^ 
established  and  most  efficient.  So  much  so,  that  in  195'! i  I  asked  the  Covincil  to 
increase  the  frequency  of  collection  to  once  per  week  or  to  collect  refuse  from  the 
rear  of  houses,  or  both.  Whether  or  not  I  was  becoming  a  | nuisance*  by  asking  lor 
an  improved  service,  I  never  did  know,  but  I  was  somewhat  disconcerted  when  the 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  scheme  was  transferred  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department 
in  July,  1953,  and  I  was  told  that  this  was  so  that  all  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour 
Force  could  be  under  one  control.  One  thing  I  was  sure  of  was  that  I  h^ded  oyer 
an  efficient  and  economical  service,  which  at  this  time  was  being  carried  out  with 
only  one  refuse  freighter  and  2  workmen*  As  the  years  have  gone  by,  however,  i 
realise  that  perhaps  I  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  worry  with  labour  problems,  in  this 
present-day  world  of  ever-increasing  labour  disputes.  Since  then,  I  have  continued 
to  press  for  improvements  in  the  service  in  my  annual  reports,  and  I  must  p^  tribute 
to  the  Council  for  having  now  a  weekly  collection  service  from  the  rear  of  dwelling- 
houses,  which  service  has  increased  considerably,  as  more  and  more  houses  have  been 
built,  particularly  in  the  Deepings  area,  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  refuse  collectors 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  carry  out  their  uncongenial  occupation. 
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Perhaps  in  years  to  come,  the  new  District  Council  will  improve  the  service  still 
further  by  going  over  to  paper  sacks  or  plastic  bin  liners  with  the  consequent 
improvement  in  hygienic  storage  and  collection. 

Three  refuse  freighters,  plus  a  relief  freighter,  with  14  workmen,  now  carry 
out  the  Refuse  Collection  Service  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  Harvey) 
and  refuse  from  approximately  6,000  properties  is  collected  and  disposed  of  at 
refuse  tips  at  Billingborough,  Thurlby,  Carlby,  Castle  Bytham  and  Deeping  St.  James. 

It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  the  fore-runner  of  our  refuse  collection  scheme 
was  a  Salvage  Collection  Scheme,  which  I  instituted  in  19^0,  as  part  of  our  War 
effort,  and  in  1942,  we  collected  with  one  lorry,  an  old  man  of  70,  and  a  young 
driver  of  17,  and  with  the  truly  magnificent  help  of  the  members  of  the  Women's 
Voluntary  Services  in  the  various  villages,  over  212  tons  of  waste  paper,  bones,  rags, 
sacks,  scrap  metal,  crushed  tins  and  rubber,  which  realised  over  £942.  00.,  and 
gained  us  third  prise  in  a  National  Salvage  Campaign.  What  a  thrifty  nation  we  were 
in  those  days,  but  now  in  an  affluent  Society,  no-one  really  wants  to  be  bothered 
with  re-using  waste  materials,  more  and  more  of  which  now  seems  to  be  dumped  indis¬ 
criminately  about  the  co^intryside.  What  an  indictment  of  our  present  days  standardsl 

In  contrast,  during  1972,  Mr.  Harvey  was  able  to  sell  only  30  tons  6  cwts.  of 
waste  paper  for  £153-93  and  yet  there  is  more  and  more  produced  with  the  emphasis 
of  over-packaging  all  types  of  foodstuffs  and  other  goods. 

(b)  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

In  April,  1950,  the  Council  introduced,  under  my  control,  a  free  weekly  pail 
emptying  service,  which  was  carried  out  by  two  800  gallons  capacity  Cesspool  Empty¬ 
ing  Vehicles  with  pail  hopper  attachments,  each  vehicle  being  manned  by  a  Driver/ 
Loader  and  two  Loaders.  A  considerable  amount  of  time  and  thought  had  had  to  be 
given  to  the  organisation  of  this  Scheme  and  to  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  this 
nightsoil.  I  was  somewhat  fortunate  in  those  days  to  find  two  farmers  in  the  district 
who  were  prepared  to  take  this  material,  and  we  evolved  a  system  of  composting  with 
straw,  this  being  supplied  by  the  two  farmers  concerned,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of 
themselves  and  the  Council.  The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  contents  of  sanitary 
pails,  particularly  in  the  built-up  areas  where  the  houses  had  only  a  limited  amount 
of  garden  space,  was  beginning  to  cause  a  number  of  public  health  nuisances,  and  I 
was  very  pleased  when  the  Council  adopted  my  recommendation  to  institute  a  pail 
emptying  service  which  was  most  welcome  and  well  received  by  those  householders  who 
benefit ted  from  it.  In  those  early  days,  approximately  2,1l8  pails  were  emptied 
weekly,  and  both  vehicles  were  engaged  practically  full-time  on  this  work  for  5  days 
each  week. 

I  noted  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1951  that  "although  this  Scheme  is  of  direct 
benefit  to  the  ratepayers,  one  would  like  to  see  the  need  for  it  obviated  by  the 
provision  of  new  Sewerage  Schemes  in  our  villages  with  the  ultimate  abolition  of 
sanitary  pails  and  privy  vaults,  these  being  replaced  by  water  closets.  The  Council 
is  spending  now  about  £3,366  on  the  nmning  of  this  Service,  and  I  feel  that,  over 
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a  period  of  years,  quite  a  number  of  our  villages  could  have  water-borne  sanitation 
by  the  provision  of  new  Sewerage  Schemes”, 


I 


The  Council  were  not  slow  to  appreciate  this,  and  as  has  been  stated  earlier  in  I 
this  Report,  they  have  done  a  magnificent  job  in  providing,  during  the  intervening  ^ 


I 


years,  sewerage  schemes  for  most  of  our  villages,  despite  ever-increasing  costs. 

One  result  of  this  has  been  that  the  number  of  sanitary  pails  emptied  weekly  in  the 
district  has  decreased  from  2,118  in  1951  to  69  in  1972,  Having  introduced  and 
built  up  an  efficient  Pail  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service,  again  I  was  disconcerted 
when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department  in  July,  1953»  in  order  to  bring 
all  direct  labour  under  one  control,  but,  with  labour  problems  as  they  now  are  to-day ,^l 
perhaps  it  was  a  blessing  in  disgxiise,  and  I  got  rid  of  a  lot  of  subsequent  headachesl 


The  service  is  now  administered  with  a  l400  gallons  capacity  and  an  1100  I 

gallons  capacity  Cesspool  Emptying  Vehicles,  provided  with  pail  hopper  attachments,  ^ 

under  the  direction  of  your  Surveyor  (Mr.  A.H.  Harvey)  and  each  vehicle  is  manned  by 
two  men  consisting  of  a  DriverAjOaden  and  a  Loader,  During  recent  years,  facilities" ■ 
for  the  disposal  of  nightsoil  have  been  provided  by  the  Council  at  the  Horbling  sewage! 
disposal  works,  and  these  have  fulfilled  a  long-felt  need,  replacing  the  objectionable 
practice  of  disposing  of  nightsoil  in  lagoons  on  agricultural  land.  We  are  fortunate 
that  we  receive  very  few  complaints  from  householders  regarding  nightsoil  collection  I 
and  disposal,  and  this  reflects  great  credit  on  the  workmen  concerned  who  carry  out 
their  obnoxious  task  in  such  a  satisfactory  manner. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  privy  vaults,  cesspools,  i 

septic  tanks,  etc,  at  dwellinghouses  and  other  premises  are  emptied  upon  request, 
either  as  a  free  service  or  upon  payment.  In  those  villages  where  no  new  post-war  1 

sewerage  scheme  has  been  provided,  one  free  emptying  per  year  is  given,  and  a  charge  | 
is  made  for  subsequent  emptyings  during  the  same  twelve  months,  whilst  in  those 
villages  which  are  in  fact  provided  with  modern  sewerage  schemes,  a  charge  is  made 
for  every  emptying.  Details  of  such  work  carried  out  during  the  past  year  are  as 
follows 

Emptying  of  Vaults,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks,  etc. 


(a)  Septic  Tanks  and  Cesspools  emptied  ,,  ,.  . 828 

(b)  Single  vaults  emptied  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  21 


849 


This  branch  of  work  resulted  in  an  income  of  £546,75  to  the  Council  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  £508,00  for  the  previous  year, 

7.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1945»  I  noted  that  ’’The  Council  has  in  its  area  fifteen 
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separate  water  installations  owned  by  them,  and  these  Schemes  serve  populations 
ranging  from  approximately  70  to  2,770  persons  in  27  of  the  3^  parishes  in  the 
district*  The  remaining  seven  villages  and  hamlets  rely  in  general  on  private 
springs,  wells  and  boreholes.” 

In  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  some  of  the  schemes,  the  Coimcil 
engaged  Consulting  Engineers  to  make  a  report  on  these  existing  installations  and  to 
put  forward  recommendations  for  the  future* 

Within  a  very  short  time  thereafter,  the  Council  embarked  on  comprehensive 
water  schemes  for  practically  all  the  district,  and  there  are  now  three  main  supplies 
of  water  to  the  villages  in  the  Rural  District,  taken  over  by  the  South  Lincolnshire 
Water  Board  some  years  ago,  and  these  are  as  follows 

(a)  The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping,  Deeping  St*  James, 
Wilsthorpe,  Braceborough,  Greatford,  Barholm,  Tallington  and  West 
Deeping  are  supplied  from  the  bores  at  Wilsthorpe  and  Tallington* 

(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End,  Billingborough, 

Birthorpe  and  Folkingham  are  supplied  from  the  bore  at 
Billingborough, 

(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Laughton,  Aslackby,  Pointon,  Millthorpe, 

Little  Dowsby,  Graby,  Kirkby  Underwood,  Stainfield,  Dowsby,  Dunsby, 
Haconby,  Morton,  Rippingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe, 
Witham-on-the-Hill,  Carlby,  Ca-.-eby,  Holywell,  Little  Bytham,  Creeton, 
Counthorpe,  Castle  Bytham,  Swayfield,  Swinstead,  Imham,  Hawthorpe, 

Bulby,  Edenham  and  Corby  Glen  are  supplied  from  the  bore  at  Bourne 
through  the  Lound  Pumping  Station, 

Uffington  is  supplied  from  the  bore  at  Tallington  through  the  Stamford  supply. 

Every  Parish  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  piped  supply  of  mains  water  and, 
apart  from  a  few  hamlets  and  small  groups  of  houses  in  the  Fens,  it  is  now  possible 
for  over  9^  of  the  houses  in  the  area  to  be  supplied  with  piped  water.  This  is  of 
particular  help  to  your  Public  Health  Officers,  when  samples  of  water  tciken  from 
private  bores,  wells,  etc,  are  found  to  be  polluted,  as  the  use  of  these  can  now  be 
discontinued  and  the  houses  in  question  provided  with  a  pure  and  sufficient  supply 
of  water  for  all  purposes  from  the  Water  Board’s  mains. 

Excellent  relations  exist  between  the  Department  and  the  Board's  Chief 
Engineer  (Mr.  N,A.  Eagles)  and  mutual  problems  of  a  public  health  nature  with  regard 
to  water  supplies  are  speedily  resolved  in  consequence. 

Twenty-one  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  Public  Supply  mains 
for  bacteriological  and/or  chemical  examination  and  from  private  bores,  wells,  etc* 
Details  of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  are  as  follows 
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Water  Samples 


(a)  From  Public  Supply  mains  ..  . .  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  3 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ..  ••  ••  3 

(ii)  N\iraber  found  to  be  polluted . NIL 

(b)  From  private  Bores,  Wells,  etc . . .  I8 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ••  . . .  ••  .0  ••  I6 

(ii)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  . . .  NTT. 

(iii)  Number  found  to  be  suspicious  . .  •.  ,,  ,,  2 

(c)  Nvimber  of  samples  taken  for  Nitrate  Content  . .  ..  **  10 

(d)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  Copper  Content  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  .•  ••  50 

(e)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  Full  Chemical  ..  7 

(f)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  Heavy  Metals  ..  3 

(g)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  Partial  Chemicals  ••  ••  ••  ..  .•  ••  8 

(h)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  other  content  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  6 


In  addition  to  the  twenty-one  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination,  it  will  be  noted  that  a  further  84  samples,  as  delineated  in  items  (c) 
to  (h)  above,  were  taken  for  Nitrate  and  Copper  Content,  etc.  and  these  are  a 
continuation  of  the  work  which  has  been  going  on  for  several  years  now  in 
co-operation  with  your  Chemist  (Mr.  V.B.  Maxfield)  who  has  been  of  incalculable  help 
in  this  sphere.  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  Mr,  Maxfield  for  carrying  out  the 
annual  routine  chemical  samples  of  the  three  main  sources  of  water  supply  serving 
this  Rural  District,  incidentally  thus  saving  some  £40.  in  Analysts'  fees  which  used 
to  be  incurred  before  he  was  appointed  as  the  Council's  Analytical  Chemist. 

Mr.  Maxfield* s  comments  on  these  three  samples  aire  as  follows 

Billingborough  Supply 

"The  results  of  analysis  indicate  a  water  which  conforms  to  the  International 
and  European  V/.H.O.  standards  for  drinking  water  as  far  as  chemical  content  is 
concerned.  The  trace  of  copper  found  was  most  probably  derived  from  the  domestic 
plumbing  system  but  is  well  within  the  desired  limits." 

West  Deeping  (ex.  Peterborough)  Supply 

"The  results  indicate  a  water  which  conforms  to  the  W.H.O.  International  and 
Exiropean  Standards  for  drinking  water  with  regard  to  chemical  content." 
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Lound  (ex«  Spalding)  Supply 

’’The  results  indicate  a  water  which  conforms  to  the  W.H.O,  International  and 
European  Standards  for  drinking  water  with  regard  to  Chemical  content.  The  figure 
for  Copper,  whilst  within  acceptable  limits,  could  give  rise  to  taste  and  cause 
corrosion  of  aluminium  utensils." 


Details  of  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  from  Public  water  mains 
direct  to  houses  are  as  follows 

Aslackby  and  Laughton  ..  ..  . .  90 

Barholm  and  Stowe  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . .  ..  3^ 

Beiston  ..  ..  ..  .o  . .  223 

Billingborough  ..  36? 

Braceborough  and  Wilsthorpe  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  56 

Careby,  Aunby  and  Holywell  ..  44 

Carlby  ..  ..  . . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . .  ..  ..  ,.  83 

Castle  Bytham . I6O 

Corby  Glen . 221 

Counthoirpe  and  Creeton  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  46 

Deeping  St.  James  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . . . .  ••  ..  1254 

Dowsby  ..  ,,  ..  ,.  ..  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,*  . . .  ..  62 

Dunsby  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  .  43 

Edenham  . 125 

Folkingham  . . ••  159 

Greatford  ..  ..  ..  ..  60 

Haconby  . . ..  91 

Horbling  ..  . . .  ..  ..  ..  I68 

Imham  ••  . .  .,  ,.  .  36 

Kirkby  Underwood  ..  ..  ,.  . .  62 

Langtoft  ..  . . .  .,  . .  214 

Little  Bytham  .•  ..  ..  . . . .  93 

Market  Deeping  . . 939 

Morton  ,,  . . .  . .  369 

Pointon  and  Sempringham  ..  . . .  . . .  129 

Rippingale  ..  ..  ..  «.  ..  ..  . .  199 

Swayfield  . .  ..  . .  69 

Swinstead  ..  ..  .,  ..  .,  ,,  110 

Tallington  ••  ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  104 

Thurlby  .  388 

Toft,  Lound  and  Manthorpe  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  58 

Uffington  ..  . . .  ..  . .  17O 

West  Deeping  ..  ..  ..  .,  .,  ..  ,.  93 

Witham-on-the-Hill . .  ,,  ..  . .  67 


6,390 
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8,  RODENT  CONTROL 


I  often  woiKier  if  anyone  has  ever  tried  to  estimate  what  the  ratio  of  rats  to 
humans  would  have  been  in  this  Country  at  the  present  time  if  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  had  not  been  introduced  in  19^9  and  if  Local  Authorities  had 
not  set  up  Pest  Control  organisations  thereunder*  The  rat  is  a  formidable  opponent 
of  mankind,  and,  over  the  centuries,  it  has  defied  all  man’s  efforts  to  eradicate 
it*  Apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is  a  carrier  of  disease,  and,  in  this  respect,  in 
the  Middle  Ages  it  wiped  out  a  quarter  of  the  population  of  Europe  as  the  carrier 
of  bubonic  plague,  it  has  been  estimated  that  over  £50,0C)0,0(X).  damage  to  property 
and  foodstuffs  is  caused  by  rats  annually  in  Great  Britain*  It  necessarily 
follows,  therefore,  that  a  continuous  war  must  be  waged  by  man  against  them  in  order 
to  prevent  them  becoming  too  prevalent*  One  shudders  to  think  what  living 
conditions  in  this  Country  would  be  like  were  it  not  for  the  efforts  of  the  many 
people  engaged  in  Rodent  Control  work,  such  as  Mr.  F.H.  Batchelor,  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator,  whose  expertise  and  knowledge  have  made  him  a  friend  and  valuable 
ally  of  many  farmers  and  householders* 

Some  5^  years  ago,  after  consultation  with  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Pest 
Control  Officers,  I  decided,  with  the  approval  of  the  Council,  to  formulate  our 
first  ’rat— free  area’  at  Billingborough,  and  this  was  such  an  outstanding  success 
that  I  was  fired  with  enthusiasm  to  forni  four  further  areas  during  the  next  3  years, 
oxxr  latest  and  fifth  area  covering  some  5i200  acres  in  Rippingale,  Dunsby  and 
Haconby*  We  have  now  ’covered*  with  these  five  areas,  some  19*576  acres  which  is 
about  a  fifth  of  the  acreage  of  the  Rural  District,  stretching  from  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  airea  at  Horbling  southwards  as  far  as  the  Haconby/^orton  boundary , 
and  including  the  villages  on  the  east  side  and  the  fenland  up  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Spalding  Rural  District*  I  have  been  very  pleased  with  the  success  which  we 
have  achieved  with  these  schemes,  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Ministry’s 
Officers  (Miss  .B.Bo  Jones  and  Messrs*  J.R.  Lupton,  J.  V/adsworth  and  W,  Leeson)  for 
all  the  help  and  co-operation  they  have  given  to  me*  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  this  is  the  most  effective  way  of  carrying  out  Rodent  Control, 
by  formulating  small  areas,  and  adding  to  them  each  year*  I  know  that  the  Ministry 
look  upon  this  area  as  one  of  the  ’front  runners’  in  which  rat- free  areas  are 
proving  their  worth,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  good  work  done  to  date  will  be 
continued  eind  extended  when  this  area  becomes  part  of  the  new  South  Kesteven 
District  Council  in  April,  197^* 

Regular  surveying  of  lands  and  premises  was  carried  out  in  order  to  ascertain 
sources  of  infestations,  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  obligations  under 
Section  2(a)  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  19^9»  lii  addition  to 
providing  a  free  service  for  Rodent  Disinfestation  works  at  private  dwellinghouses 
in  the  District,  the  Rodent  Operator  carried  out  similar  work  at  business  premises 
and  farms,  at  a  standard  change  of  75p»  hour  with  75p»  minimum  charge,  which 
sum  includes  his  time,  materials  and  travelling  expenses. 

The  Rodent  Operator  (Mr*  F*H.  Batchelor)  again  carried  out  his  duties 
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satisfactorily  and  efficiently  during  the  year,  including  strict  control  of  all  the 
Council's  properties,  and  the  regular  and  systematic  treatment  of  refuse  tips, 
sewers,  sewer  dykes,  parish  watercourses  and  sewage  disposal  installations*  In 
addition  869  private  dwellinghouses  were  treated,  as  also  were  30  business  and  farm 
premises.  In  consequence  of  all  these  operations,  2097  inspections  were  carried 
out# 

9.  PETROLEUM  ACTS 

During  the  past  year,  17  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  petroleum  spirit 
is  stored,  and  81  licences  were  issued  by  the  Department  as  compared  with  99  for 
the  previous  year,  after  storage  conditions  had  been  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
when  the  usual  safety  precautions  had  been  found  to  have  been  complied  with* 

Although  District  Councils  have  had  the  job  for  many  years  concerning  the 
administration  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  (and  it  has  very  often  been  the  Public  Health 
Department  which  has  had  to  carry  out  these  duties,  as  no  other  Department  seemed  , 
to  want  theml),  I  feel  that  with  the  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  into  larger 
units,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  this  is  NOT  really  a  Public  Health  function, 
and  that  larger  and  larger  storage  tanks  are  being  installed,  together  with  more 
and  more  self-service  Pumps,  these  duties  ought  properly  to  be  undertaken  in  the 
future  by  those  Officers  more  qualified  to  deal  with  same,  either  the  Fire 
Authorities  or  the  Weights  and  Measiires  Department* 

10.  IMPROVEIffiNT  GRANTS 


(a) 

Discretionary  Grants 

(i) 

Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

50 

(ii) 

Number  approved 

- 

4l 

(iii) 

Number  rejected 

- 

NIL 

(iv) 

Number  still  under  consideration  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

- 

7 

(v) 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

- 

2 

(vi) 

Total  cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year 

- 

£27,196 

(b) 

Standard  Grants 

(i) 

Nvunber  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

25 

(ii) 

Number  approved 

- 

14 

(iii) 

Number  rejected 

- 

NIL 

(iv) 

Number  still  under  consideration  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

- 

4 

(v) 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 

- 

7 

(vi) 

Total  cash  value  of  Grants  approved  during 

the  year 

- 

£2,211 
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It  will  be  noted  from  the  details  of  visits  on  Page  3  of  this  Report  that  974 
visits  were  made  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants,  this  being  about  175^  of  the 
total  number  of  visits  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  all  types  of 
work,  but  I  would  estimate  that  at  least  50^  of  their  time  is  spent  on  Improvement 
Grant  work,  involving  as  it  does  preliminary  surveys  of  houses,  meetings  with 
owners  and  builders  prior  to  applications  being  submitted,  checking  prices  and 
specifications,  making  further  visits  to  houses  after  receipt  of  applications, 
visits  during  works  in  progress,  and  making  final  inspections  upon  completion 
before  payment  of  grant  is  made.  I  am  still  firmly  convinced  that  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  with  his  detailed  training,  experience  and  background  in  Housing 
generally,  is  the  obvious  Officer  in  Local  Government  to  continue  to  deal  with 
Improvement  Grants  entirely,  and  I  think  that  it  is  a  great  pity  that  his 
expertise  and  considerable  experience  in  this  sphere  is  likely  to  be  disregarded 
when  allocation  of  Housing  duties  in  this  connection  is  decided  when  the  new 
District  Council  comes  into  operation.  I  cannot  see  how  Improvement  Grant  work 
can  be  divorced  from  Slum  Clearance,  and  the  repair  and  reconditioning  of  houses, 
all  part  of  Environmental  Health,  and  work  carried  out  traditionally  and 
competently  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  many  many  years,  and  it  will  be  a  sad 
thing  if  the  relationship  between  officer  and  elector,  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
having  been  the  confidant,  friend  and  adviser  to  the  man  in  the  street  on  housing 
matters,  comes  to  an  end  upon  reorganisation. 

The  impetus  given  to  Improvement  Grants  by  the  Government's  decision  in  1969 
to  raise  the  maximvim  amount  per  house  from  £4CX),  to  £1,000,  continued  during  1972, 
and  whilst  the  number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  decreased  from  60 
to  30,  on  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  increased 
from  18  to  23  as  compared  with  the  year  1971*  We  have  been  fortunate  in  this 
Rural  District  in  that  the  emphasis,  and  by  far  the  greater  number  of  applications 
over  the  years,  have  been  in  respect  of  Discretionary  Grants,  thus  ensuring  that  a 
bettor  *end  product'  has  been  achieved,  and  this  has  undoubtedly  been  due  to  the 
efforts  of  yo\ar  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  persuading  owners  to  apply  for 
Discretionary  rather  than  Standard  Grants. 

11.  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS 

The  year  1972  was  a  record  year  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  by  private 
enterprise  in  the  district,  236  houses  having  been  erected  as  compared  with  201  in 
1970,  and  the  number  of  Plans  approved  by  the  Department  under  the  Building 
Regulations  was  6O7,  an  average  of  over  30  per  month,  as  compared  with  32  per  month 
during  1^1  -  again  a  record  for  the  District.  This  obviously  has  involved  much 
more  administrative  work  in  the  Department  and  also  much  more  work  in  the  field  for 
your  Building  Inspector  (Mr.  C.H.  Busby)  who  has  continued  to  keep  a  close  watch  on 
building  works  in  progress,  particularly  in  the  Deepings  area  where  the  larger 
estate  development  is  taking  place. 

Although  a  considerable  number  of  Plans  for  approval  both  under  Planning  Acts 
and  Building  Regulations  are  dealt  with  under  delegated  powers  out  of  meeting  by 
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the  Clerk  and  myself,  the  Coimcil's  Planning  Committee  has  again  had  a  busy  year 
dealing  vdth  the  major  aspects  of  planning  control,  and,  in  fact,  one  meeting  which 
started  in  mid-morning  did  not  finish  until  nearly  6  p.m,  and  one  wonders  how  the 
Committee  would  have  coped  if  they  had  not  very  sensibly  delegated  to  me  some  years 
ago  powers  to  approve  all  Building  Regulations  applications  out  of  meeting  and  the 
Clerk  powers  to  approve  straightforward  planning  applications  without  bringing  them 
before  the  Committee* 

Times  change,  reorganisation  is  said  to  bring  *  progress* ,  and  it  is  inevitable 
that  Building  Regulations  Control  and  Planning  should  be  brought  under  the  same 
timbrella  under  the  new  District  Councils.  As  I  look  back,  I  am  both  happy  and 
proud  to  have  been  ’in  charge*  of  both  Environmental  Health  and  Building  Control  in 
the  same  Department.  I  would  hazard  a  guess  that  this  is  one  thing  that  will  be 
missed  in  this  area,  as  I  have  always  felt  how  helpful  it  has  been,  both  to  the 
Officer  and  to  the  individual,  to  be  able  to  discuss  both  Public  Health  and 
Building  Regulations  requirements  at  one  and  the  same  time  in  the  same  office, 
v/ith  the  consequent  saving  of  time  to  all  concerned. 

As  a  footnote  to  my  comments  on  Building  Control,  I  well  remember  the  year 
'^939*  when  there  was  no  Planning  legislation,  and  when,  as  a  young  man,  I  prepared 
my  monthly  report  for  the  Public  Health  Committee.  My  last  item  on  my  report  was 
’Plans  for  Approval*  and  this  in  those  days  averaged  4  per  month,  and  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  about  5  to  10  minutes.  And  how  many 
’little  boxes*  have  been  approved  and  built  since  thenl 

12.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Although  31  visits  were  made  by  your  Officers  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  past  year,  these  were  mainly  of  a  routine  nature,  generally  as 
a  result  of  the  odd  case  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  and  no  matters  occurred  of  any  serious 
nature  to  which  the  Council’s  attention  should  be  directed. 

The  control  of  many  diseases  is  largely  in  the  ’hands’  of  the  individual, 
and  the  paramotint  importance  of  the  washing  hands  after  using  a  sanitary 
convenience  should  always  be  boren  in  mind,  particularly  when  he  or  she  are 
engaged  in  any  way,  either  in  business  or  in  the  home,  in  the  handling  of  food. 

13.  CARAVANS 


There  are  only  two  private  licensed  sites  in  the  Rural  District  for 
residential  caravans,  for  56  and  6  caravans  respectively,  apart  from  26  additional 
sites  where  only  one  caravan  is  stationed,  and,  during  the  year,  44  visits  were  made 
to  these  sites.  The  two  residential  sites  referred  to  above  are  provided  with 
waste  water  gullies  for  each  caravan  standing,  individual  concrete  bases,  water 
closets,  etc.  and  are  well  maintcdned. 

No  caravan,  however  well  constructed,  is  a  satisfactory  substitute  for  a 
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permanent  and  traditional  home,  particularly  where  children  are  involved,  with  the 
lack  of  amenities  and  the  cramped  space  both  for  washing  and  drying  clothes,  and  it 
is  inevitable  that  caravans  deteriorate  much  more  quickly  into  ’\mfit*  homes  than 
traditionally  built  dwellings*  It  was  with  some  relief,  therefore,  that  I  heard 
during  the  past  few  months  that  both  sites  might  be  run  down  as  caravan  sites,  and 
the  land  used  for  residential  development  if  the  necessary  consents  are  forthcoming, 

14.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  in  the  Rural 
District  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  premises 
registered  to  date,  and  the  number  of  registered  premises  receiving  a  general 
inspection  during  the  year 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 

Registered  Premises 
receiving  a  general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

5 

3^ 

9 

Retail  Shops 

1 

61 

23 

Wholesale  Shops, 

Warehouses 

4 

- 

Catering  Establishments, 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

8 

4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

6 

105  I 

36 

All  the  registered  premises  in  the  District  have  now  received  a  detailed 
inspection  during  the  past  3  years  and  most  of  them  where  matters  requiring 
attention  in  accordance  with  the  Act  have  been  found  have  now  been  brought  up  to 
standard, 

15.  STAFF 


It  has  been  my  pleasure  and  privilege,  once  a  year  in  this  Report,  to  be  able 
to  pay  tribute  to  my  Staff,  In  Mr.  Bower,  I  have  an  excellent  Deputy  and  the 
quality  of  his  work  and  his  approach  to  the  general  public  have  always  been  first- 
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class*  I  can  also  say  the  same  of  Mr,  Freear,  whilst  Mr.  Busby,  with  his  building 
trade  background,  has  been  an  invaluable  member  of  the  Department,  To  all  three, 

I  would  say  *Many  thanks  for  your  loyalty  and  support  which  has  been  much 
appreciated* •  After  many  years  of  infrequent  changes  in  the  female  clerical 
personnel  (and  over  the  years  I  have  been  blessed  with  quite  a  number  of  efficient 
and  very  pleasant  yoving  ladies),  during  the  past  two  years  the  Department  has  had 
quite  a  number  of  changes.  Miss  Jackson,  after  only  a  short  stay,  left  to  get 
married,  and  Mrs.  Wells  had  hardly  had  time  to  settle  in  before  she  left  for 
another  post#  Miss  Foster,  who  had  been  with  us  for  several  years,  and  whose 
cheerfulness  and  friendliness  was  a  good  ' shop  window*  for  the  Department  got 
married  and,  on  moving  to  Sleaford,  went  as  Receptionist  at  Rauceby  Hospital, 

This  meant  that  our  two  newest  ‘recruits*  were  *  thrown  in  at  the  deep  end*  together 
about  the  same  time,  and  it  will  obviously  take  time  for  them  to  settle  in. 


In  bringing  this,  my  thirty-fifth  and  last  Annual  Report,  to  a  close,  as  I  am 
hoping  to  retire  before  the  present  year  ends,  I  look  back  with  affection  on  the 
Chcdrmen  of  Public  Health  Committees  with  whom  I  have  served.  My  first  Chairman 
was  Alderman  Charles  Barrand,  whose  friendship  and  respect  I  shall  always  cherish. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Counci]-lor  George  Taylor  and  the  greatest  tribute  I  can  pay  to 
him  is  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  honest  and  sincere  men  I  have  ever  known.  When 
Mr,  Taylor  relinquished  the  Chairmanship  because  of  ill-health,  I  was  most  fortunate 
in  having  as  Chairman  Covincillor  Dr,  J«A,  Galletly  who  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
when  I  first  came  to  South  Kesteven  in  1939*  and  the  bonds  of  mutual  friendship  and 
respect  for  each  other  were  forged  much  more  deeply  as  the  years  went  by.  To  my 
present  Chairman  (Councillor  the  Rev.  D.L,  Scott)  I  would  express  my  thanks  for  his 
great  interest  in  Public  Health  matters  and  for  the  support  and  encouragement  he  has 
given  to  me,  along  with  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  in  our  joint 
efforts  to  raise  Public  Health  standards  in  the  area, 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  and  thanks 
to  your  Clerk  (Mr,  Norman  Kirk)  for  his  friendly  co-operation  find  sound  advice 
whenever  I  have  sought  it.  As  we  have  both  had  a  sense  of  hinnour  and  a  love  for 
Association  Football,  this  has  undoubtedly  created  a  bond  of  goodwill  over  the 
years  we  have  worked  together,  I  am  indebted  also  to  your  Chemist  (Mr,  V,B, 
Maxfield)  for  his  expert  advice  on  joint  public  health  problems,  and  to  my  other 
colleagues  on  the  Council*  s  staff  for  their  continued  courtesy  and  co-operation 
during  another  busy  year. 

What  a  lucky  man  I  have  been  to  have  known  and  worked  with  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (Dr,  H.  Ellis  Smith)  during  the  past  18  years.  Such  men  as  he 

are  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  few  and  far  between  nowadays,  I  shall  never  forget 

his  many  kindnesses  -  not  only  in  my  work  but  also  in  my  private  life  -  and  I  am 

grateful  to  him  for  being  such  a  good  listener  and  for  the  sound  advice  he  has 

given  to  me  on  so  many  occasions. 
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On  my  office  notice  board  for  the  past  30  years  has  been  pinned  - 

"To  look  for  the  best  in  others 
And  smile  if  they  make  mistakes 
To  count  them  as  friends  and  brothers 
Will  show  we  have  got  what  it  takes 
To  master  the  art  of  living 
Find  peace  in  the  place  of  strife 
Which  is  but  the  gift  of  giving 
And  this  is  the  joy  of  life  " 

These  things  I  have  tried  to  do.  I  have  made  mistakes  (who  hasn’t')  and 
maybe  one  or  two  enemies,  but  I  do  know  that  I  have  made  many  friends  amongst  the 
ordinary  peoplo  in  South  Kesteven,  and  I  shall  take  with  me  into  retirement  many 
happy  memories. 

I  am, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A.  CHI VERS 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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